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great amount of data. To this end, in most of DBMS 
execution environments, a storage system having a large 
capacity or a plurality of storage systems are 
connected to a computer where the DBMS is executed to 
store data of the DB on the storage system. For this 
reason, when DB processing is carried out, an access to 
the storage system takes place and the performance of 
the DBMS is determined largely by the data access 
performance of the storage system. In a DBMS operating 
system, therefore, it is highly important to optimize 
the performance of the storage system and in 
particular, to optimize the location of data to be 
managed by the DBMS to physical storage devices. 

A literature "Desining and Tuning for 
Performance Release 2 (8.1.6)", A76992-01, Oracle 
Corp., Chapter 20 (which will be referred to as 
Document 1) describes I/O tuning in the Oracle8i as a 
relational DBMS (RDBMS) . Described in Document 1 as 
explanations related to the tuning of internal 
operation of the RDBMS and the tuning of data location 
are that a log file is stored in physical storage 
device separated from another data file, that load 
balancing works effectively by storing data among disks 
with striping, that table data and index data related 
thereto become effective when stored in different 
physical storage devices, and that data not related to 
the RDBMS is stored in a different physical storage 
device . 



U.S. Patent No. 6,035,306 (referred to as 
Document 2) discloses a technique relating to a 
performance analysis tool considering mapping between 
DBMS, file system, volume manager and storage system. 
The performance analysis tool displays workloads of 
objects in each layers on a screen. At this time, the 
tool, considering the above mapping, provides a 
function of easily displaying a view workloads of 
objects in other layers associated with the first - 
mentioned objects. Among ones of the objects of the 
volume manager layers which are stored in a group of 
high-load storage devices, the tool also has a function 
of creating an object relocating plan to migrate a 
second-high load object to a group of lower- load 
storage devices . 

JP-A-9-274544 (Document 3) discloses a 
technique for improving the access performance of a 
storage system wherein logical storage devices to be 
used by a computer are located to physical storage 
devices for actual storage of data, by dynamically 
changing the location of the logical storage devices to 
the physical storage devices . When part of the data 
stored in physical storage device having a high 
workload is migrated to another physical storage device 
based on the above dynamical data migration function, 
it prevents a particular physical storage device from 
having a high workload, thus enhancing the performance 
when viewed from the entire storage system. Also 



disclosed in Document 3 is a method for automatically 
executing operations based on the dynamic location 
change function for a higher performance. 

JP-A-2001-67187 (Document 4) discloses, in a 
storage system wherein logical storage devices to be 
accessed by a computer are located to physical storage 
devices for actual storage of data and which has a 
function of dynamically changing the location of the 
logical storage devices to the physical storage 
devices, a technique which divides the physical storage 
devices into groups having different attributes, 
creates a plan of changing the location of the physical 
storage devices to the physical storage devices 
considering the group division and automatically 
changes the location of the logical storage devices 
according to the location change plan. At the time of 
creating the location change plan, the physical storage 
devices are grouped according to the attributes, the 
location change plan is created to select one of the 
physical storage devices belonging to the group of the 
physical storage devices having a suitable 
characteristics as a location destination of one of the 
logical storage devices, thereby creating a good 
location change plan. 

Described in Document 1 are items to be 
considered by an administrator when determining the 
location of data. At present, there exist storage 
apparatuses which have many physical storage devices 



internally and are shared by many computers . In such 
storage apparatuses, in many cases, the logical storage 
devices to be recognized by a computer are assigned to 
the area in the physical storage devices for actual 
data storage. In the case of using such storage 
apparatuses, it is difficult for humankind e.g., an 
administrator to grasp the full situations, and becomes 
even more difficult to grasp even problems explained in 
Document 1, if a computer system including such storage 
apparatuses does not have any support function. Even 
when he/she can grasp the problems, if the computer 
system does not have a data migration function, back up 
and restore operations are required to relocate data on 
the storage devices which requires a large amount of 
labor . 

The technique described in Document 2 can 
realize a function of creating a data relocation plan 
based on the workloads of objects in volume manager 
layers. When it is desired to obtain a higher access 
performance from the storage devices, it is required to 
determine the data location in the storage devices 
taking features in the DBMS layers into consideration. 
However, the solution to this aspect is not mentioned 
in Document 2 . 

In the techniques described in Documents 3 
and 4, since consideration is paid only to the 
workloads and sequential access performance as features 
of data, good location cannot be always attained when 



viewed from the application. For example, in a DBMS, 
it is often to access table data and index data 
associated therewith at the same time. Such data might 
be located to an identical physical storage device. In 
this case, an access contention takes place, thus 
undesirably degrading the access performance of the 
storage system. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore a first object of the present 
invention to realize a computer system which can 
possess storage devices having an access performance 
characteristic more preferable to a DBMS, with an 
improved performance of the DBMS, by determining data 
storage positions of the storage devices considering 
characteristics of data to be managed by the DBMS. In 
a DB system utilizing a plurality of storage devices, 
in particular, access requests to the storage devices 
are suitably dispersed to thereby improve the 
processing performance of the DBMS. 

A second object of the present invention is 
to provide a computer system wherein a DBMS is 
operating, which can realize data storage position 
relocating operation for the purpose of attaining a 
good access performance characteristic of the storage 
devices with consideration of the characteristic of the 
DBMS, thus reducing a management cost relating to the 
performance of the computer system. 



When information on the DBMS are concentrated 
on a single location to determine a data relocation 
plan and an data migration instruction is issued to 
conform to the data relocation plan, data location 
having a more preferable performance characteristic to 
the DBMS can be realized. 

Within the computer system, there may be a 
possibility that a plurality of DBMS 1 s are operating 
and a plurality of storage devices are utilized. To 
avoid this, information relating to the structures of 
the DBMS' s and storage devices and so on are 
concentrated on a single location and a data relocation 
plan is created, taking all the information 
concentrated thereon into account. 

Here is one of methods for determining the 
location of data to be managed by the DBMS. An update 
log to be written always at the time of a data update 
is located to a physical storage device different from 
the other data to avoid a mutual interference, whereby 
there can be obtained a good performance characteristic 
to the DBMS. At the same time, when table data and 
index data to be simultaneously accessed with a very 
high possibility are located to different physical 
storage devices, whereby a good performance 
characteristic to the DBMS can be obtained. Utilizing 
information relating to the DBMS, an access sequence 
when data are sequentially accessed is predicted and 
stored in the physical storage devices so as to hold 



its structure. 

At present, there exist techniques for 
changing data storage positions in a computer operating 
system (OS), a switch in a data transfer path and 
interior of storage devices. Change of the data 
storage positions is implemented by using these 
techniques. In this case, a data location change 
instruction is issued to a part for management of the 
change of the data storage position in accordance with 
a data relocation plan determined based on the 
consideration of the aforementioned items. 

The present invention can produce features as 
follows. First, when the DBMS determines a data 
storage position in a storage device taking the 
characteristics of data controlled by the DBMS into 
consideration, there can be realized a computer system 
which holds a storage device having an access 
performance characteristic preferable to the DBMS. As 
a result, the performance of the DBMS operating in the 
computer system can be improved. In a DB system 
utilizing a plurality of storage devices, in 
particular, access requests to the respective storage 
devices are suitably dispersed to improve the 
processing performance of the DBMS. 

Second, in a computer system having the DBMS 
operating therein, for the purpose of realizing data 
storage position relocating operation to attain a 
storage device having a good access performance 
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characteristic of a storage device taking the 
characteristic of the DBMS into consideration, a 
management cost relating to the performance of the 
computer system can be reduced. In particular, when 
5 the present invention is employed, a relocation plan 
for the data storage position can be automatically 
created, thus largely contributing to reduction of the 
management cost. Further, even in a system where a 
multiplicity of DBMS' s are operating and a multiplicity 

10 of storage devices are present, since the present 

invention can be used to realize a centralized control, 
a management cost relating to the performance of such a 
system can be reduced. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the 

15 invention will become apparent from the following 

description of the embodiments of the invention taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 shows a configuration of a computer 
20 system in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 2 shows physical storage device 
information 32 held in a storage apparatus 10; 

Fig. 3 shows volume physical storage position 
25 management information 36 held in the storage apparatus 
10; 

Fig. 4 shows mapping information 106 stored 
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in an OS 100 of a DB host 80 in the first embodiment; 

Fig. 5 shows schema information 114 as data 
and other management data stored in a DBMS 110 and 
defined and managed therein; 

Fig. 6 execution history information 122 
stored on a memory 88 of the DB host 80; 

Fig. 7 shows virtual volume information 73 
possessed by a virtual volume switch 72; 

Fig. 8 storage device operation information 
132 stored on a data position management server 82; 

Fig. 9 shows storage device structure 
information 134 stored on the data position management 
server 82; 

Fig. 10 shows DBMS schema information 136 
stored on the data position management server 82; 

Fig. 11 shows execution history information 
138 stored on the data position management server 82; 

Fig. 12 shows data storage position 
management information 140 stored on the data position 
management server 82; 

Fig. 13 shows processing flowchart of data 
relocating operations in a data position management 
main program 130; 

Fig. 14 is an example of a data relocation 
plan displayed on a display screen of an administrator 
terminal; 

Fig. 15 shows data relocation work 
information 670 for use in data allocation 
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analysis/relocation plan creating operation; 

Fig. 16 shows migration plan information 750 
having a data migration plan created by the data 
allocation analysis/relocation plan creating operation 
stored therein; 

Fig. 17 shows a processing flowchart of data 
relocation plan creating operation to separate 
simultaneous access execution structures based on the 
storage device operation information 132; 

Fig. 18 shows query execution simultaneous 
access data count information 700 for use in the data 
relocation plan creating operation to separate 
simultaneous access execution data structures based on 
the execution history information 138; 

Fig. 19 is a processing flowchart of data 
relocation plan creating operation to separate the 
simultaneous access execution data structures based on 
the execution history information 138; 

Fig. 20 is a processing flowchart of 
operations of creating a data relocation plan to 
separate a set of a specified data structure and a data 
structure to be simultaneously accessed with a high 
probability; 

Fig. 21 is a processing flowchart of data 
relocation plan creating operation to separate the 
simultaneous access execution data structures based on 
data structure definition; 

Fig. 22 is a processing flowchart of data 
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relocation plan creating operation taking a degree of 
access parallelism into consideration; 

Fig. 23 is a processing flowchart of data 
relocation plan creating operation to solve a disk 
bottleneck at the time of sequentially accessing 
specific table data; 

Fig. 24 is a processing flowchart of cache 
effect judging operation for use in the data relocation 
plan creating operation taking a cache effect in the 
storage apparatus 10 to a specific data structure into 
consideration ; 

Fig. 25 is a processing flowchart of data 
relocation plan creating operation considering the 
cache effect of the storage apparatus 10 to a specific 
data structure; 

Fig. 26 shows a configuration of a computer 
system in accordance with a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 27 shows mapping information 106b stored 
in the OS 100 of a DB host 80b; 

Fig. 28 shows host mapping information 6 50b 
stored on the data position management server 82; 

Fig. 29 shows data relocation work 
information 670b for use in data allocation 
analysis/relocation plan creating operation; 

Fig. 30 shows migration plan information 750b 
for storing a data migration plan created by data 
allocation analysis/relocation plan creating operation; 
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Fig. 31 shows a configuration of a computer 
system in accordance with a third embodiment of the 
present invention ; 

Fig. 32 shows physical storage device 
information 32c held in a storage apparatus 10c; 

Fig. 33 shows file storage management 
information 36c held in the storage apparatus 10c ; 

Fig. 34 shows mapping information 106c stored 
in the OS 100 of a DB host 80c; 

Fig. 35 shows storage device operation 
information 132c stored on the data position management 
server 82c; 

Fig. 36 shows storage device structure 
information 134c stored on the data position management 
server 82c; 

Fig. 37 shows host mapping information 650c 
stored on data position management server 82c; 

Fig. 38 shows data relocation work 
information 670c for use in the data allocation 
analysis/relocation plan creating operation; and 

Fig. 39 shows migration plan information 750c 
for use in the data allocation analysis /relocation plan 
creating operation. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

Embodiments of the present invention will be 
explained, but it will be appreciated that the present 
invention is not limited by the shown embodiments. 
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First Embodiment 

In the present embodiment, there is provided 
a computer system wherein computers for execution of a 
DBMS and storage apparatuses are connected by a switch, 
a computer for management of data storage position is 
present to manage the whole storage position of data in 
the computer system. In the present embodiment, the 
switch has a function of combining storage areas 
provided from the storage devices to create a virtual 
storage device. The storage apparatuses and switch 
have a function of dynamically changing the storage 
position of data. 

The computer for management of data storage 
position acquires information on the DBMS, information 
on mapping of the data storage position, and 
information on storage system structure; and creates a 
suitable data relocation plan with use of these 
information. The computer instructs the created data 
allocation to the switch and storage apparatus and 
realizes a data allocation satisfying the data 
relocation plan using the data relocating function. 

Fig. 1 shows a configuration of a computer 
system in accordance with a first embodiment of the 
present invention. The computer system of the present 
embodiment includes DB hosts 80, a data position 
management server 82, storage apparatuses 10, and an 
administrator terminal 90. The DB host 80, data 
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position management server 82, storage apparatuses 10 
and administrator terminal 90 are connected to a 
network 79 via respective network interfaces 78 
possessed thereby. The administrator terminal 90 has a 
5 display screen 91 as an output unit and a keyboard 92 
as an input unit. The DB hosts 80 and storage 
M 1 apparatuses 10 are connected from respective I/O path 

C3 interfaces 70 possessed thereby via respective I/O 
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paths 71 to a virtual volume switch 72 to perform data 
10 transfer between the storage apparatuses 10 and DB 
hosts 80. 

The present embodiment is arranged so that 
the I/O paths 71 for data transfer between the storage 
apparatuses 10 and DB hosts 80 are provided as 

15 different from the network 79. However, such a 

technique as to transfer data between a computer and a 
storage system on a network such as iSCSI, is already 
developed, and this technique may be employed even in 
the present embodiment. At this time, in the virtual 

20 volume switch 72, if it is possible to perform data 

transfer between the I/O paths 71 and network 79, then 
the I/O path interfaces 70 may be used also as the 
respective network interface 78 in the storage 
apparatuses 10 or DB hosts 80. 

25 The storage apparatus 10 provides a storage 

area in the form of volume as a storage area management 
unit, and access or management of a partial area within 
a volume is executed on a block basis. The storage 



apparatus 10 includes a network interface 78, an I/O 
path interface 70, a storage device controller 12, a 
disk controller 16 and physical storage devices 18. 
The network interface 78, I/O path interface 70, 
storage device controller 12 and disk controller 16 are 
connected respectively by an internal path 20; and the 
disk controller 16 and storage devices 18 are connected 
by a physical storage device path 22. 

The storage device controller 12 has a CPU 24 
and a memory 26. A data cache 28 used as a cache 
memory in the storage apparatus is allocated onto the 
memory 26, and a storage device control program 40 is 
stored thereon as a program for controlling the storage 
devices. Also provided on the memory 26 are physical 
storage device operation information 32 and volume 
physical storage position management information 36 as 
management information of storage positions on the 
storage device 18 for physical storage of volumes 
provided by the storage apparatus 10. 

The illustrated storage apparatus 10 has a 
plurality of storage devices 18 and therefore data 
belonging to one volume can be distributively 
positioned in a plurality of storage devices 18. 
Further, the storage apparatus 10 has a function of 
dynamically changing the position of data stored on the 
storage device 18. This data migration instruction can 
be externally carried out through the network interface 
78. However, these are not indispensable but may be 
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applied to the present embodiment even when the storage 
area of a single physical storage is provided as it is 
as a volume. 

The virtual volume switch 72 has a function 
5 of providing to the DB hosts 80 virtual volumes which 
consist of partial or whole area of volume provided by 
the storage apparatus 10 or virtual volumes which 
consist of a combination of two or more thereof. The 
virtual volume switch 72 has a network interface 78 and 
10 holds virtual volume information 73 as information 
about volumes generated in the virtual volume switch 
72. 

The virtual volume switch 72, by referring to 
the virtual volume information 73, converts an access 

15 request issued from the host to an access to a suitable 
storage area of the storage apparatus 10 to realize 
access operation on virtual volumes. Further, the 
virtual volume switch 72 also has a function of 
dynamically changing the volume having the data of the 

20 virtual volume stored therein and the storage position 
in the volume. This data migration instruction may be 
externally carried out through the network interface 
78. 

Each of the DB hosts 80 and data position 
25 management server 82 has a CPU 84, a network interface 
78 and a memory 88. Stored on the memory 88 is an 
operating system (OS) 100 to be executed. 

The DB host 80 has an I/O path interface 70 
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to execute an access of a volume provided by the 
virtual volume switch 72. Provided in the OS 100 are a 
file system 104, a volume manager 102 for creating a 
logical volume to be used by the host which consists of 
one or more regions from volumes, and mapping 
information 106 for management of recorded positions, 
etc. of data stored in a file or logical raw volume to 
be provided to an application by the OS 100 under 
control of the file system 104 or volume manager 102. 

The OS 100 may have a raw device as a 
mechanism for an application to access the virtual 
volumes recognized by the OS 100 or logical volumes 
supplied from the volume manager 102 through an 
interface equivalent to a file. With the illustrated 
structure, the volume manager 102 is present. In the 
present embodiment, however, since the arrangement of 
the logical volume in the volume manager 102 is not 
changed, the present embodiment may be applied even to 
a structure where no volume manager 102 is present and 
a file system directly utilizes a virtual volume 
provided by the virtual volume switch 72. 

Stored on the memory 88 in each of the DB 
hosts 80 are a DBMS 110, a data position management 
subprogram 120 for its execution, and execution history 
information 122. The DBMS 110 has schema information 
114 therein. In the illustrated example, the DBMS 110 
is arranged to be operated for one host. However, 
since management is carried out using an identifier for 



each DBMS 110, the present embodiment may be applied 
even when a plurality of such DBMS' s are operated for a 
single host, which will be explained later. 

On the other hand, stored on the memory 88 of 
the data position management server 82 are a data 
position management main program 130 for its execution, 
storage device operation information 132 as operation 
information of the storage devices 18 in the storage 
apparatus 10, storage device structure information 134 
as information on the physical structure of each 
storage apparatus 10 or on volume physical storage 
position, DBMS schema information 136 as data necessary 
for data position management among the schema 
information in the DBMS 110 of the DB host 80, 
execution history information 138 as information about 
an execution history of DBMS processing in the DBMS 
110, and data storage position management information 
140 including the mapping information 106 in the OS 100 
in the DB host 80 and information about the virtual 
volume information 73 in the virtual volume switch 72 

In the illustrated example, the data position 
management server 82 is provided in the form of a 
computer different from the DB host 80. However, even 
any DB host 80 is arranged to also play a role of the 
data position management server 82, the present 
embodiment may be applied thereto. Further, even when 
function provided by the data position management 
server 82 is given onto the virtual volume switch 72 or 
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any storage apparatus 10, the present embodiment may be 
applied thereto. 

Fig. 2 shows physical storage device 
information 32 held in the storage apparatus 10. The 
physical storage device operation information 32 
contains, as a set, a volume name 501 as the identifier 
of a volume provided by the storage apparatus 10, a 



Q physical storage device name 502 as the identifier of 

CO 

the storage device 18 having data of the volume with 



10 the volume name 501, and a cumulative operation time 
503 as a cumulative value from a certain time of an 
jfjj operation time for accessing data of the volume of the 



*A volume name 501, stored in the storage device 18 of the 

UP 

physical storage device name 502. 
15 The storage device controller 12 in the 

storage apparatus 10 acquires a start and end time when 
accessing data to the storage device 18 by using the 
disk controller 16, judges to which volume the accessed 
data belong, adds a difference between the start and 
20 end times to the cumulative operation time 503 of the 
data having the corresponding volume name 501 and 
physical storage device name 502 as an operation time. 
This information is not necessarily required to be 
acquired in all the storage apparatuses 10. 
25 Fig. 3 shows volume physical storage position 

management information 36 held in the storage apparatus 
10. The volume physical storage position management 
information 36 contains volume physical storage 
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position main information 510 for management of mapping 
of storage positions in the logical address -physical 
storage device 18 , and volume data migration management 
information 511 as management information about 
5 changing operation of the physical storage position of 
the data belonging to the volume in the storage 
apparatus 10. 

The volume physical storage position main 
information 510 contains, as a set of data, a volume 

10 name 501, a logical block number 512 as a data storage 
position on the volume of the volume name 501s, a 
physical storage device name 502 as the identifier of 
the storage device 18 having the logical block stored 
therein, and a physical block number 514 as a storage 

15 position on the storage device 18. In this case, an 
entry 515 having 'Empty' in its volume name 501 is a 
special entry. This entry indicates one of the areas 
of the storage devices 18 within the storage apparatus 
10 to which a volume is not allocated. By copying data 

20 to the not -allocated area, the function of dynamically 
changing of the physical storage position of the data 
can be realized. 

The volume data migration management 
information 511 contains, as a set, a volume name 501, 

25 a migration logical block number 782 indicative of a 
range of data to be changed in its storage position 
within the volume, a migration destination physical 
storage device name 783 and a migration destination 



physical block number 784 indicative of an identifier 
of the storage device 18 in which the data is newly 
stored and of a storage area thereof, a copy pointer 
786 indicative of a copy source of the current data, 
and difference management information 785 for 
management of re-copy necessity of the data. 

Here is a summary of data migration operation 
with use of the difference management information 785 
and copy pointer 786. The difference management 
information 785 holds 1 1' indicative of necessity of 
copying data for each certain amount of area or '0' 
indicative of unnecessariness of copying data. At the 
time of starting the data storage position changing 
operation, all entries of the difference management 
information 785 are set to 1 1', and the copy pointer 
786 is set to the head of the migration source. 

According to the copy pointer 786, data of 
areas having '1' in their difference management 
information 785 are sequentially copied to migration 
destinations to correspondingly update the copy pointer 
786. Just before the area managed based on the 
difference management information 785 is copied, its 
corresponding entry is set to 1 0 1 . When data within 
the migration area is updated during the data copy, the 
entry of its corresponding difference management 
information 785 is set to 'l 1 . 

At a stage that all areas have been copied, 
it is once confirmed that all the entries in the 
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difference management information 785 were set to ' 0'. 
When all the entries were set to 1 0 ' , the volume 
physical storage position main information 510 is 
updated to complete the data storage position changing 
5 operation. When an entry of 1 1' still remains, the 
aforementioned procedure of copying its corresponding 
area is again repeated. The method of realizing the 
function of dynamically changing the data storage 
position may be carried out by another manner. In this 

10 case, the volume physical storage position management 
information 36 will contain not the volume data 
migration management information 511 but other 
management information for the function of dynamically 
changing the data storage position. 

15 Shown in Fig. 4 is mapping information 106 

stored in the OS 100 of the DB host 80. The mapping 
information 106 contains volume raw device information 
520, file storage position information 530 and logical 
volume structure information 540. The volume raw 

20 device information 520 contains, as a set, a raw device 
path name 521 as an identifier to specify a raw device 
in the OS 100 and a raw device volume name 522 as an 
identifier of a virtual or logical volume accessed 
through the raw device. 

25 The file storage position information 530 

contains, as a set, a file path name 531 as an 
identifier to specify a file in the OS 100, a file 
block number 532 as a block number for specification of 
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a data position in the file, a file allocation volume 
name 533 as the identifier of a virtual or logical 
volume having its corresponding data stored therein, 
and a file allocation volume block number 534 as a data 
storage position on the volume. 

The logical volume structure information 540 
contains, as a set, a logical volume name 541 as the 
identifier of a logical volume provided by the volume 
manager 102, a logical volume logical block number 542 
indicative of the position of the data on the logical 
volume, a virtual volume name 543 as the identifier of 
a virtual volume having its logical block stored 
therein, and a virtual volume block number 544 as a 
storage position on the virtual volume. 

Fig. 5 shows schema information 114 including 
data stored in the DBMS 110 to be defined and managed 
therein and other management information. The schema 
information 114 contains, as a set, table definition 
information 551 holding definition information such as 
table data structures and restriction conditions, index 
definition information 552 holding definition 
information such as index data structures and 
associated tables, log information 553 relating to logs 
to be used, temporary table area information 554 
relating to temporary table areas to be used, data 
storage position information 555 as management 
information of storage positions of managed data, cache 
structure information 556 relating to cache structure, 



and maximum access parallelism information 55 7 relating 
to a parallelism at the time of accessing the data. 

The data storage position information 555 
contains, as a set, a data structure name 561 as the 
identifier of a data structure such as table, index , 
log and temporary table area, a data file path name 562 
as the identifier of a file having the data to be 
stored or of a raw device, and a file block number 563 
as a storage position therein. 

The cache structure information 556 shows 
when three types of cache management groups are defined 
and caches are allocated to the groups . The cache 
structure information 556 contains, as a set, a group 
name 565, a cache size 566 as a maximum data size at 
the time of caching data structure data in the groups 
on the host, and a belonging data structure name 56 7 as 
the identifier of the data structure belonging to the 
group. The maximum access parallelism information 55 7 
contains, as a set, a data structure name 561 and a 
maximum access parallelism 569 as information about a 
maximum parallelism as a general case when accessing 
the data structure. 

Fig. 6 shows execution history information 
122 stored on the memory 88 of the DB host 80. Stored 
in the execution history information 122 is a history 
of query 570 executed in the DBMS 110. This 
information is created by the DBMS 110. Or this 
information may be created by a front end program of 



the DBMS- In this case, execution history information 
122 is stored in a computer having the DBMS front end 
program present therein. 

Fig. 7 shows virtual volume information 73 
held by the virtual volume switch 72. The virtual 
volume information 73 contains virtual volume storage 
position information 790 and virtual volume data 
migration management information 791. The virtual 
volume storage position information 790 contains, as a 
set, a virtual volume name 543 as the identifier of a 
virtual volume provided by the virtual volume switch 7 2 
to the DB host 80, a virtual volume block number 544 
indicative of the storage position of data on the 
virtual volume, a storage device name 583 as the 
identifier of the storage apparatus 10 having the block 
stored therein, volume name 501 as the identifier of 
the volume, and a volume logical block number 512 as 
the storage position on the volume. 

An entry 585 having the virtual volume name 
543 of 'Empty' is a special entry, and an area on the 
storage apparatus 10 contained in the entry indicates 
an area which is not provided to the DB host 80 as a 
virtual volume. Using such an area as not provided as 
the virtual volume, the virtual volume switch 72 can 
perform data migration. 

The virtual volume data migration management 
information 791 contains, as a set, a virtual volume 
name 543, a migration virtual volume block number 793 



indicative of a data range to change the storage 
position in that volume, a migration destination 
storage device name 794 indicative of an identifier of 
the storage apparatus 10 in which the data is to be 
newly stored and of its storage area, a migration 
destination volume name 795, a migration destination 
logical block number 796, a copy pointer 786 indicative 
of a copy source of the current data, and a difference 
management information 785 for management of necessity 
of re -copy of the data. 

The function of dynamically changing the data 
storage position can be implemented by substantially 
the same manner as explained in the volume data 
migration management information 511 in Fig. 3. The 
method of implementing the function of dynamically 
changing the data storage position may also be realized 
by another manner. In this case, the virtual volume 
information 73 will contain not the virtual volume data 
migration management information 791 but management 
information for another function of dynamically 
changing the data storage position. 

Shown in Fig. 8 is storage device operation 
information 132 stored on the data position management 
server 82. The storage device operation information 
132 contains, as a set, a storage device name 583 as 
the identifier of the storage apparatus 10, a volume 
name 501 as the identifier of a volume provided by the 
storage apparatus 10, a physical storage device name 
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502 as the identifier of the storage device 18 present 
in the storage apparatus 10, an old cumulative 
operation time 593 as the value of the cumulative 
operation time 503 at the time of calculating the 
5 operation rate 594 in the previous time, and an 

operation rate 594 indicative of a rate of operation 
time in a certain constant time; and also contains a 
previous cumulative operation time acquisition time 595 
as a time at which the previous cumulative operation 

10 time was acquired for calculating operation rate 594. 

The storage apparatus 10 has a mechanism of 
externally providing the physical storage device 
operation information 32. Utilizing the mechanism, the 
data position management main program 130 acquires the 

15 physical storage device operation information 32 

gathered by the storage apparatus 10 and stored therein 
at intervals of a constant time through the network 79, 
and calculates an operation rate 594 between the 
previous cumulative operation time acquisition time 595 

20 and the current data acquisition time with use of the 
acquired cumulative operation time 503, old cumulative 
operation time 593, previous cumulative operation time 
acquisition time 595 and current data acquisition time, 
and stores therein. Thereafter the storage apparatus 

25 10 stores the acquired cumulative operation time 503 in 
the old cumulative operation time 593, and stores the 
current data acquisition time in the previous 
cumulative operation time acquisition time 595. 
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It is not necessary for all the storage 
apparatuses 10 to hold the physical storage device 
operation information 32 therein. In such a case, the 
entry of the storage device operation information 132 
is included only for the storage apparatus 10 holding 
the physical storage device operation information 32. 
Further, when the physical storage device operation 
information 32 is not held in any of all the storage 
apparatuses 10, the necessity of holding the physical 
storage device operation information 132 can be 
eliminated. 

Fig. 9 shows storage device structure 
information 134 stored on the data position management 
server 82. The storage device structure information 
134 contains, as a set, a storage device name 583 as 
the identifier of the storage apparatus 10, migration 
function information 601 indicative of whether or not 
the storage apparatus 10 has the function of 
dynamically changing the data storage position, a data 
cache capacity 602 indicative of a data cache capacity 
held by the storage apparatus 10, and storage device 
volume physical storage position management information 
603 holding the volume physical storage position main 
information 510 in the storage apparatus 10 having the 
storage device name 583. 

The storage apparatus 10 has a function of 
externally providing information relating to the volume 
physical strage position main information 510 and the 
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size of the data cache 28 , and thus in order to create 
the storage device structure information 134, the data 
position management main program 130 acquires the 
volume physical storage position management information 
5 36 and the information about the size of the data cache 
28 from the storage apparatus 10 via the network 79. 
The storage apparatus 10 is not necessarily required to 
have the function of externally providing the data 
about the size of the data cache 28, in which case a 

10 corresponding part of the data cache capacity 602 is 
stored as no or invalid data. 

With regard to the volume physical storage 
position main information 510, when the volume provided 
by the storage apparatus 10 is stored on the storage 

15 device 18 without altering the position and its mapping 
is previously appreciated by the data position 
management main program 130, such as when only one 
storage device 18 is provided as one volume as it is, 
the storage apparatus 10 is not required to have a 

20 function of externally providing the information. At 
this time, the data position management main program 
130 sets the contents of the storage device volume 
physical storage position management information 603 
according to this rule. This rule is provided to the 

25 data position management main program 130 by an 

administrator with use of a configuration file or the 
like. 

Fig. 10 shows DBMS schema information 136 



- 31 - 

stored on the data position management server 82. The 
DBMS schema information 136 includes DBMS data 
structure information 621 , DBMS data storage position 
information 622, DBMS partitioned table/index 
5 information 623, DBMS index definition information 624, 
DBMS cache structure information 625, and DBMS host 
information 626. 

The DBMS data structure information 621, 
which relates to a data structure defined in the DBMS 

10 110, contains, as a set, a DBMS name 631, a data 
structure name 561 as the identifier of a data 
structure such as table, index, log, and temporary 
table areas in the DBMS 110, a data structure type 640 
indicative of the type of the data structure, a data 

15 structure data amount 641 indicative of a total amount 
of data used by the structure and being calculated from 
the data storage position information, and a maximum 
access parallelism 569 as information relating to a 
maximum parallelism at the time of accessing the data 

20 structure. At this time, the DBMS data structure 

information 621 may not have the value of the maximum 
access parallelism 569 depending on the data structure. 

The DBMS data storage position information 
622 contains, as a set, a DBMS name 631 and data 

25 storage position management information 638 as the data 
storage position information 555 in the DBMS. The DBMS 
partitioned table/index information 623, which is data 
structure management information corresponding to 
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several groups of one table or index divided according 
to a certain attribute value, contains, as a set, a 
DBMS name 631 as the identifier of the DBMS 110 to 
which the partitioned data structure belongs, a 
partition source data structure name 643 as the 
identifier of the data structure before divided, a data 
structure name 561 as the identifier of the data 
structure after divided, and a partitioning method 644 
holding the partitioning conditions. The partitioned 
data structure will be hereinafter referred to merely 
as the data structure and refer to the data structure 
after partitioned, unless otherwise stated. 

The DBMS index definition information 624 
contains, as a set, a DBMS name 631, an index name 635 
as the identifier of an index, an index type 636 
indicative of the type of the index, and correspondence 
table information 637 indicative of with which table 
and which attribute the index is associated. The DBMS 
cache structure information 625, which relates to the 
cache of the DBMS 110, contains, as a set, a DBMS name 
631 and cache structure information 556 in the DBMS 
110. The DBMS host information 626, which is used to 
manage one of the hosts on which the DBMS 110 having 
the DBMS name 631 is being executed, contains, as a 
set, a DBMS name 631 and a host name 651 as the 
identifier of the DBMS execution host. 

With regard to information other than the 
DBMS host information 626 in the DBMS schema 
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information 136, the data position management main 
program 130 creates it by acquiring necessary 
information from the schema information 114 managed by 
the DBMS 110. The schema information 114 of the DBMS 
100 is acquired by the data position management main 
program 130 which directly acquires the information via 
the network 79 or by the data position management 
subprogram 120 which acquires information disclosed as 
a view using a query language such as SQL or by 
utilizing a mechanism used only for disclosing internal 
management data. The DBMS host information 626 is 
system structure information which is set by the 
administrator . 

Shown in Fig. 11 is execution history 
information 138 stored on the data position management 
server 82. The execution history information 138 
contains a DBMS name 631 as the identifier of the DBMS 
110 and a history of queries 570 executed by the 
respective DBMS' s 110. This corresponds to collection 
and storage of the execution history information 122 
stored in the DB host 80 via the network 79 with use of 
the data position management subprogram 120. 

As mentioned above, there is also possibility 
that the execution history information 122 is stored on 
a computer by which the DBMS front end program is 
executed. In this case, a means for transferring the 
execution history information 122 from the computer by 
which the front end program is executed to the data 
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position management server 82 is provided so that the 
data position management main program 130 stores the 
execution history information 122 as the execution 
history information 138. In the present embodiment, 
5 the necessity of collecting the execution history 
information 122 from any the DBMS' s 110 can be 
eliminated, and the necessity of provision of the 
execution history information 138 can also be removed. 
Fig. 12 shows data storage position 

10 management information 140 stored on the data position 
management server 82. The data storage position 
management information 140 contains host mapping 
information 650 and virtual volume storage position 
management information 790. The host mapping 

15 information 650 possesses, as a set, a host name 651 as 
a host identifier and mapping information 106 in the 
host. This corresponds to collection and storage of 
the mapping information 106 held by the OS 100 of the 
DB host 80 using the data position management 

20 subprogram 120 under control of the data position 
management main program 130 via the network 79. 

The data position management subprogram 120 
acquires the mapping information 106 by means of a 
management command provided by the OS 100, information 

2 5 providing mechanism, direct analysis of referrable 

management data, and so on. The virtual volume switch 
72 has a mechanism of externally providing the virtual 
volume storage position information 790, and the data 
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position management main program 130 acquires the 
virtual volume storage position information 790 from 
the virtual volume switch 72 via the network 79. 

Fig. 13 shows a processing flowchart of data 
relocating operations under control of the data 
position management main program 130. It is assumed in 
the illustrated example that processing start is done 
by an administrator's instruction. As will be 
explained later, a plurality of different types of data 
allocation analysis /data relocation plan preparing 
operations can be executed and the processing is 
started by specifying the type of the operation to be 
processed. It is also assumed that, when a parameter 
is required for the processing, the necessary parameter 
is instructed by the administrator. In the present 
embodiment, the function of dynamically changing the 
data storage position is possessed by the virtual 
volume switch 72 and storage apparatus 10. However, 
the storage apparatus 10 is not necessarily required to 
the function of dynamically changing the data storage 
position. 

In a step 2001, data relocating operation is 
started. At this time, the administrator specifies 
what to be executed as the data allocation 
analysis/data relocation plan preparing operation. 
Further, if necessary, the administrator specifies a 
parameter. 

In a step 2002, the program collects 



information necessary for the data relocating 
operation, and stores the collected information as the 
storage device operation information 132, storage 
device structure information 134, DBMS schema 
information 136, execution history information 138 and 
data storage position management information 140. The 
data collection can be previously executed regardless 
of the processing start of the step 2001. In this 
case, it is confirmed in this step that there is no 
change in the information from its acquired time to the 
current time. 

In a step 2003, a work area is reserved and 
initialized. As the work area, the data relocation 
work information 6 70 shown in Fig. 15 and created 
migration plan information 750 shown in Fig. 16 are 
utilized. Details of the data relocation work 
information 670 and migration plan information 750 as 
well as how to create its initializing data will be 
explained later. 

In a step 2004, data allocation 
analysis/relocation plan preparing operation is 
executed. As will be explained later, there are 
different data allocation analysis/relocation plan 
preparing operations from several viewpoints. In this 
step, the operation specified in the step 2001 is 
executed. When the program accepts a parameter in the 
step 2001, it provides operation necessary to execute 
the parameter. 
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In a step 2005, the program confirms whether 
or not the data relocation plan creating operation of 
the step 2004 was successful. If successful, then the 
program proceeds to a step 2007. If failed, then the 
program proceeds to a step 2006 to inform the 
administrator of a failure of the data relocation plan 
preparing operation, and then proceeds to a step 2010 
to complete the operation. 

In the step 2007, the program presents the 
data relocation plan prepared in the step 2004 to the 
administrator. The administrator, when looking at the 
presentation, judges to continue the data relocating 
operation or not . 

In a step 2008, the program receives an 
instruction from the administrator about whether or not 
to continue the data relocating operation. In the case 
of continuation, the program goes to a step 2009. 
Otherwise, the program goes to the step 2010 to 
complete the operation. 

In the step 2009, the program, on the basis 
of the data relocation plan prepared in the step 2004, 
issues a data relocation instruction to the virtual 
volume switch 72 or storage apparatus 10. The virtual 
volume switch 72 and storage apparatus 10 have each a 
function of receiving the data relocation instruction 
via the network 79, by utilizing which the program 
issues the instruction. 

In the instruction format, the program issues 
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an instruction to the virtual volume switch 7 2 to 
specify a target data area of the virtual volume 
provided by virtual volume switch 72 and to move to the 
destination data area of the volume in the storage 
apparatus 10; whereas, the program issues an 
instruction to the storage apparatus 10 to specify a 
target data area of the volume provided by the storage 
apparatus 10 and to move to the destination data area 
of the storage device 18 in the storage apparatus 10. 
According to this instruction, the virtual volume 
switch 72 or storage apparatus 10 executes the data 
relocating operation . 

In the step 2010, the program completes the 
data relocating operation. 

The operations of the steps 2005, 2007 and 
2008 in Fig. 13 are shown as in Fig. 14 on the display 
screen 91 of the administrator terminal 90. In Fig. 
14, on a display screen area 911, the program informs 
the administrator that the preparation of the data 
relocation plan was successful as an execution result 
of the step 2005 in Fig. 13 and of the number of such 
data relocation plans. A display screen area 912 
presents the created data relocation plans as a result 
of the operation of the step 2007 in Fig. 13 to the 
administrator. When the data relocation proposals 
cannot be wholly displayed within the display screen 
area 912, the administrator can look at the entire data 
relocation plans by moving a scroll bar provided at a 
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right side of the area 912 with use of the keyboard 92 
or mouse (not shown). When the administrator clicks a 
button 913 with use of the keyboard 92 or mouse, this 
causes a more detailed data relocation plan to appear. 
5 In a display screen area 914, the administrator can 
check whether or not to continue the data relocating 
operation as the operation of the step 2008 in Fig. 13. 
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relocating operation, he/she clicks a button 915 marked 
10 with 'YES' to execute the operation of the step 2009 in 
Fig. 13. When the administrator does not want to 
continue the data relocating operation, he/she clicks a 
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15 In this conjunction, a similar display to in 

Fig. 14 appears even in another relocation plan to be 
explained later. 

In the processing flowchart, the processing 
is started with an administrator's instruction and the 

20 administrator judges whether or not there is a problem 
in the created data relocation plan in the steps 2007 
and 2008. When the confirmation by the administrator 
can be omitted, automation of the data relocating 
operation can also be possible by starting its 

25 operation at a process starting time set by a timer. 

Fig. 15 shows data relocation work 
information 670 created in the step 2003 in Fig. 13. 
The data relocation work information 670 contains 
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virtual volume physical storage position information 
680 and data structure virtual -volume position 
information 690. 

The virtual volume physical storage position 
information 680 is information about the data of a 
virtual volume provided by the virtual volume switch 72 
is stored in which position of which storage device 18 
in which storage apparatus 10. The information 680 
contains, as a set, a virtual volume name 543, a 
virtual volume block number 544, a storage device name 
583, a volume name 501, a physical storage device name 
502 and a physical block number 514. In the virtual 
volume physical storage position information 680, 
initial data are created by referring to the virtual 
volume storage position management information in the 
data storage position management information 140, the 
storage device name 583 in the storage device structure 
information 134, and the storage device volume physical 
storage position management information 603, and 
combining corresponding parts of the volume provided by 
the storage apparatus 10. 

A group of entries 681 having the virtual 
volume name 543 of 'Empty' indicate a set of ones of 
the storage areas of the storage device 18 in the 
storage apparatus 10 where data can be migrated for 
data relocation. At the time of creating a data 
relocation plan, the program finds a suitable data 
migration destination from these areas. One of these 



entries having the volume name 501 of effective value 
can be used for dynamic change of the data storage 
position in the virtual volume switch 72, which use is 
not subjected to any restriction. One of the entries 
having the volume name 501 of no ( inavailable) value 
can be used for dynamic change of the data storage 
position in the storage apparatus 10 and can be used 
only for the storage position change of data stored in 
the storage apparatus 10 to which the area belongs. 

The data structure virtual-volume position 
information 690 indicates the place where the data 
structure held by the DBMS 110 is stored in the virtual 
volume provided by the virtual volume switch 72s. The 
information 690 contains, as a set, a DBMS name 631, a 
data structure name 561, a data file path name 562, a 
file block number 563, a virtual volume name 543 and a 
virtual volume block number 544. In this information, 
its initial data are created by referring to the DBMS 
data storage position information 622 and DBMS host 
information 626 in the DBMS schema information 136 and 
the host mapping information 650 in the data storage 
position management information 140, and combining 
corresponding parts of the file (raw device) path and 
logical (virtual) volume. 

Shown in Fig. 16 is migration plan 
information 750 which stores a data migration plan 
created by the data allocation analysis /data relocation 
plan preparing operation executed in the step 2004 in 
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Fig. 13. The migration plan information 750 contains 
virtual volume migration plan information 751 for 
record of a data migration instruction to the virtual 
volume switch 72 and physical storage position 
5 migration plan information 752 for record of a data 
migration instruction to the storage apparatus 10. 
These information are initialized so as not to have any 

O 

6 data. 
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10 751 contains, as a set, a migration sequence 761 
indicative of an execution sequence of migration 
instructions, a migration virtual volume name 762 
indicative of its data area, a migration virtual volume 
block number 763, a migration destination storage 

15 device name 764 indicative of a storage device as its 

data migration destination, a volume and a storage area 
in the volume, a migration destination volume name 765, 
and a migration destination volume logical block number 
766. 

20 The physical storage position migration plan 

information 752 contains, as a set, a migration 
sequence 761 indicative of an execution sequence of 
migration instructions, a migration storage device name 
767, a migration volume name 768 and a migration volume 

25 logical block number 769 indicative of the storage 

apparatus 10 having migration data, the volume and data 
area thereof, a migration destination physical storage 
device name 771 and a migration destination physical 
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block number 7 72 indicative of the physical storage 
device as its data migration destination and storage 
area thereof. With respect to the physical storage 
position migration plan information 752, when any 
5 storage apparatus 10 has no function of dynamically 
changing the physical storage position in the storage 
device, it is unnecessary to hold this information. 

Explanation will then be made as to the data 
allocation analysis/data relocation plan preparing 

10 operation executed in the step 2004. As mentioned 

above, there exist several types of such operations. A 
common thing to these operations is to prepare a data 
migration plan for sequential data relocation. To this 
end, the sequence of data migration is meaningful. The 

15 sequence is held in the migration sequence 761 in the 
migration plan information 7 50 so that data relocation 
is carried out by performing the data migration 
according to the sequence. Further, for the sequential 
operation, it is necessary to determine a method for 

20 migrating the next data on the basis of the data 

allocation after the migration. To this end, each time 
the data migration plan is prepared, the data 
relocation work information 670 must be updated to an 
arrangement after the data migration. 

25 The preparation of a data migration plan at 

the time of creating a data relocation plan is carried 
out as follows. Continuous migratable areas more than 
a desired data amount to be migrated are extracted from 
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the data relocation work information 670, the extracted 
areas are suitably selected and confirmed about whether 
or not to satisfy set conditions or restrictions to be 
explained later. When the conditions or restrictions 
5 are satisfied, these areas are set as a migration 
destination. When not satisfied, other areas are 
selected to again check about whether or not to satisfy 
the conditions or restrictions. The above operation is 
repeated until areas satisfying the set conditions and 

10 restrictions are detected or until it is confirmed that 
continuous migratable areas exceeding all the 
migratable data amount fail to satisfy the set 
conditions and restrictions. If all the areas fail to 
satisfy the set conditions and restrictions, then the 

15 system terminates its operation as a failure in 
preparing the data migration plan. 

At this time, important is that an improper 
data allocation should be avoided after the migration. 
In the RDBMS , in particular, there is a high 

20 possibility that accesses to specific data are 

simultaneously carried out. To avoid this, it is 
necessary to arrange the specific data onto different 
storage devices 18. 

To this end, when a data migration plan is 

25 created on all cases described later, the system 

examines the data structure included in the data to be 
migrated and the data structure included in the 
migration destination, and confirms whether or not a 



log and other data, a temporary table area and other 
data, and table data and tree-structured index data 
created correspondingly are arranged on the same 
storage device 18 after migration. When these data are 
arranged on the same storage device, the system judges 
that the relocation plan cannot be acceptable. 

The regions of any one of physical storage 
devices 18 in which certain data structures are stored 
and inversely data structures to which the data stored 
in the regions of any one of physical storage devices 
18 correspond can be grasped by combining the virtual 
volume physical storage position information 680 and 
data structure virtual -volume position information 690 
in the data relocation work information 670 with 
corresponding parts of the virtual volume. 

Fig. 17 shows a processing flowchart of data 
relocation plan creating operations to separate 
simultaneously accessed data structures on the basis of 
the storage device operation information 132 as a first 
data allocation analysis/relocation plan preparing 
operation. In the present operation, when the 
operation rate of the storage device 18 exceeds its 
threshold value, the system determines that the storage 
device is in its disk bottleneck state and prepares a 
data migration plan to solve it. 

As mentioned above, the storage device 
operation information 132 does not necessarily contain 
operation information relating to the storage devices 
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18 in all the storage apparatuses 10. With respect to 
the storage device 18 where the operation information 
is not present, the system regards it not as one to be 
treated in preparation of a data relocation plan in 
this process, and operates under an assumption that 
such a storage device does not exist. In this process, 
the system grasps a problem point on the basis of 
actually measured values and finds a method of solving 
the problem. Therefore, the system can prepare a more 
accurate data relocation plan, and can effectively work 
even when incorporating an automatic data migration 
function as a means for automatically removing the disk 
bottlenecks . 

The process starts with a step 2101. The 
administrator assigns the period in which the operation 
rate is to be referred to by the system. 

In a step 2102, the system acquires a work 
area for record of a set of the identifier of the 
storage device 18 and the operation rate of the storage 
device 18 in the specified duration, refers to the 
storage device operation information 132, sets the 
information, and sorts it in a descending order of 
operation rate of the storage devices 18. In the 
storage device operation information 132, when data are 
stored in the same storage device 18 but belong to 
different volumes, the system acquires the operation 
rates of the data separately. Accordingly, it is 
necessary to obtain the operation rate of the storage 



device 18 as a sum of these operation rates. In a step 
2103, the system creates an over-load check list of 
storage devices 18 having operation rates exceeding 
their threshold values on the basis of a sorted result 
of the step 2102. Even with regard to entries in this 
list, the sequence of the entries are kept in a 
descending order of the operation rates . 

In a step 2104, the system checks the 
existence of an entry in the over-load check list. If 
there is no entry, the system regards the storage 
device 18 in the over-loaded state as not present, and 
proceeds to a step 2105 to terminate its operation as a 
successful end of the data relocation plan creating 
operation. When at least an entry exists, the system 
proceeds to a step 2106. 

In the step 2106, the system selects one of 
the storage devices 18 having the highest operation 
rate in the over- load check list as the storage device 
18 to be relocated. In a step 2107, the system creates 
lists of volumes and operation rates in the storage 
device 18 as an object to be relocated by referring to 
the storage device operation information 132, and sorts 
the lists in a descending order of operation rates. 

In a step 2108, the system confirms whether 
or not the operation rates of the volumes in the list 
exceed a predetermined threshold value. When the 
operation rates of all the volumes fail to exceed the 
threshold value, the system goes to a step 2113. 
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Otherwise, the system goes to a step 2109. 

In the step 2109, with regard to the volume 
having the operation rate exceeding the threshold 
value, the system detects whether or not a set of data 
which data are possibly accessed simultaneously in the 
storage device 18, i.e., a log and other data, a 
temporary table area and other data, table data and a 
tree -structured index data prepared correspondingly, as 
the confirmation object, are stored in the same volume. 
In a step 2110, the system confirms the result of the 
step 2109. When a set of simultaneous access data 
structures exists, the system goes to a step 2111. 
Otherwise, the system goes to a step 2112. 

In the step 2111, the system prepares a data 
migration plan to store data belonging to the set of 
simultaneous access data structures in different 
storage devices 18, and then proceeds to a step 2114. 

In a step 2112, the system divides data in 
the volume being now checked into two according to the 
logical block number, creates a data migration plan to 
move one divided data to another storage device 18, and 
goes to a step 2114. 

In a step 2113, until the operation rate of 
the storage device 18 being now checked becomes smaller 
than its threshold value, the system creates a data 
migration plan to the entire data of the volume stored 
in that storage device 18 to another storage device 18 
in a descending order of operation rates of the 



volumes, and then proceeds to the step 2114. 

At the time of detecting a data migration 
destination in the steps 2111, 2112 and 2113, the 
system predicts the operation rate of the storage 
device as a migration destination after the migration. 
The system considers that the data migration causes the 
operation rate of the storage device 18 as the 
migration destination to increase by the revised 
operation rate of the volume on the storage device 18 
including the migrated data when a difference in 
performance between the storage devices 18 is known; 
whereas the system considers that the data migration 
causes the operation rate of the storage device 18 to 
increase by the unmodified operation rate of the volume 
on the storage device 18 including the migrated data 
when the performance difference is unknown; and the 
system creates a data migration plan to migrate the 
data to such a place that the value after the addition 
does not exceed its threshold value. With regard to 
the addition amount of the operation rate, a ratio 
between migration data amounts may be considered. 
However, the system assumes that only the data to be 
migrated are concentrically accessed to, considering 
the bias in access to data. 

In the step 2114, the system confirms whether 
or not the data migration plan was successful. In the 
case of a failure, the system goes to a step 2117 to 
terminate its operation as a failure in the data 



relocation plan creating operation. In the case of a 
success, the system goes to a step 2115. 

In the step 2115 , the system adds the created 
data migration plan to the migration plan information 
750 and goes to a step 2116. In the step 2116, the 
system modifies the data relocation work information 
670 according to the created data migration plan, and 
modifies the values of the operation information 
created in the step 2102 of the migration destination 
storage device 18 to an operation rate judgement value 
after the above migration, that is, the operation rate 
of the destination physical storage device in the 
operation information is increased by above-described 
value. Thereafter the system deletes the storage 
device 18 being currently checked from the over- load 
check list and returns to the step 2104 for the next 
confirmation . 

Next shown as a second data allocation 
analysis/data relocation plan creating process is a 
data relocation plan creating process to separate 
simultaneous access execution data structures based on 
the execution history information 138. In this 
process, the system acquires a set of data accessed 
simultaneously from the query execution history, and 
creates a data relocation plan to arrange these data at 
the different storage devices 18. As mentioned above, 
the system cannot acquire the execution history for all 
the DBMS 110. Data used by the DBMS 110 having no 



execution history therein during this process execution 
will not be subjected to the data relocation. 

In the present process, the query execution 
simultaneous access data count information 700 shown in 
Fig. 18 is utilized. The query execution simultaneous 
access data count information 700 contains, as a set, a 
DBMS name 631, a data structure name A 701 and a data 
structure name B 702 indicative of sets of data 
structure names 561 of data structures which may be 
possibly simultaneously accessed, and a count value 703 
as a frequency at which the data structure set was 
judged to have been accessed through the analysis of 
the DBMS execution history information 138. These data 
sets are sorted by the value of the count value 703. 

The system creates the query execution 
simultaneous access data count information 700 from the 
DBMS execution history information 138. First, the 
system erases all the entries in the query execution 
simultaneous access data count information 700. When 
formulaic processings are carried out in the DBMS 100, 
the system first performs grouping operation according 
to its type and confirms the frequency how many times 
the type of processing was executed. 

Subsequently, the system acquires a query 
execution plan for each type of processing from the 
DBMS 100. The system judges a set of data structures 
to be simultaneously accessed on the basis of a 
processing procedure shown by the query execution plan. 
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And the system refers to the DBMS name 631 , data 
structure name A 701 and data structure name B 702 in 
the query execution simultaneous access data count 
information 700, and when a corresponding set of data 
structures is already present, the system adds the 
earlier-found processing frequency of the type to the 
count value 703. When a corresponding set of data 
structures is not present yet, the system adds a new 
entry and sets the count value 703 to the earlier-found 
processing frequency of the type. 

When non-formulaic processing is carried out 
in the DBMS 100, the system acquires a query execution 
plan for each executed query, and judges a set of data 
structures to be simultaneously accessed on the basis 
of the processing procedure shown by the query 
execution plan. And the system refers to the DBMS name 
631, data structure name A 701 and data structure name 
B 702 in the query execution simultaneous access data 
count information 700, and when a corresponding set of 
data structures already exists, the system adds ' 1' to 
the count value 703. When a corresponding set of data 
structures does not exist yet, the system adds a new 
entry and sets '1' to the count value 703. 

The judgement of data structures to be 
possibly simultaneously accessed based on the query 
execution plan is carried out as follows. First when 
an access is conducted to a tree- structured index, the 
system judges that its tree- structured index data and 



table data to be indexed are simultaneously accessed. 
When data update or insert operation is carried out , 
the system judges that a log and other data are 
simultaneously accessed. The subsequent operation 
depends on the characteristics of the DBMS 110. For 
example, there exists such an RDBMS that, at the time 
of creating a query execution plan, a plan is created 
to execute nested-loop join operations over a 
multiplicity of stages and to simultaneously execute 
operations over the stages. When this RDBMS is used, 
the system can judge that table data to be used in the 
nested-loop join operations over the multiple stages 
and tree -structured index data to the table are 
simultaneously accessed. 

In this way, the judgement of simultaneous 
access data on the basis of the query execution plan 
requires the processing characteristics of the DBMS 110 
to be grasped. However, it is assumed in the 
illustrated example that the types of the DBMS 110 to 
be used are narrowed and the data position management 
main program 130 has a function of being able to grasp 
a set of simultaneous access data structures inherent 
in the DBMS 110. 

Shown in Fig. 19 is a processing flowchart of 
operations of the data relocation plan creating process 
to separate simultaneous access execution data 
structures on the basis of the DBMS execution history 
information 138. The process starts with a step 2201. 
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In a step 2202, the system creates such query execution 
simultaneous access data count information 700 as 
mentioned above as information relating to a set of 
data structures simultaneously accessed from the 
execution history and to its execution frequency. In a 
step 2203, the system finds data structures having the 
value of the count value 703 not smaller than a certain 
proportion to the total value of count values 703 over 
all entries and DBMS's 110 belonging thereto, and 
stores them as a check list. 

In a step 2204, the system creates a data 
relocation plan to store sets of data structures 
included in the check list found in the step 2203 in 
different storage devices 18, and proceeds to a step 
2205. The operation of the step 2204 will be explained 
later by referring to Fig. 20. In the step 2205, the 
system confirms whether or not the data relocation plan 
was successfully prepared in the step 2204. In the 
case of the successful plan preparation, the system 
goes to a step 2206 to terminate its operation as a 
success in the data relocation plan creating operation. 
In the case of the unsuccessful plan preparation, the 
system goes to a step 2207 to terminate its operation 
as a failure in the data relocation plan creating 
operation. 

Fig. 20 shows a processing flowchart of 
preparing a data relocation plan to separate a 
specified data structure from a set of data structures 
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to be highly possibly accessed simultaneously with the 
specified data structure. When the process starts, the 
system gives a check list which includes a pair of data 
structure names whose data should be separated from the 
same storage device 18. 

The process starts with a step 2301. In a 
step 2303, the system confirms whether an entry exists 
in the check list. If there is no entry, the system 
proceeds to a step 2304 to terminate its operation as a 
success in the data relocation plan creating operation. 
Otherwise, the system proceeds to a step 2305. 

In the step 2305, the system acquires from 
the check list a set of one data structure name to be 
checked and a set of DBMS name belonging thereto as 
well as a set of its separation data structure names 
and a DBMS name belonging thereto, and goes to a step 
2306. 

In the step 2306, the system check whether or 
not the data structure to be checked and the data 
structure to be separated therefrom are stored in an 
identical physical storage device. As mentioned above, 
this confirmation can be realized by referring to the 
data relocation work information 670. When the both 
data structures are present all on different physical 
storage devices, the system goes to a step 2312. When 
the both data structures are present on a physical 
storage device, the system goes to a step 2307. 

In the step 2307, the both data structures 



- 56 - 

are present on the same physical storage device 18 , the 
system creates a data migration plan to separate the 
data structures present in a same physical storage 
device 18. In a step 2308, the system confirms whether 
or not the data migration plan was successfully 
created- In the case of a successful creation, the 
system goes to a step 2310. In the case of a failure, 
the system goes to a step 2309 to terminate its 
operation as a failure in the data relocation plan 
creating operation. 

In the step 2310, the system stores the 
created data migration plan in the migration plan 
information 750. In a step 2311, the system updates 
the data relocation work information 670 according to 
the created data migration plan and goes to a step 
2312. 

In the step 2312, the system deletes an entry 
corresponding to the set of data structures to be now 
confirmed from the check list and goes to a step 2303. 

Shown in Fig. 21 is a processing flowchart of 
operations in the data relocation plan creating process 
to separate simultaneous access execution data 
structures on the basis of the data structure 
definition as a third data allocation analysis/data 
relocation plan creating process. In the process, the 
system confirms whether or not a pair of data 
structures with a high simultaneously access 
probability, such as a log and other data, a temporary 



table area and other data, and table data and index 
data of a tree structure created correspondingly are 
stored in the same physical storage device 18. If 
there is such a portion, the system creates a data 
relocation plan to solve the problem. 

The process starts with a step 2401. In a 
step 2402, the system refers to the DBMS data structure 
information 621, and acquires, as a set, the data 
structure name 561 of all logs and the DBMS name 631 of 
the DBMS 110 utilizing it. And the system creates a 
check list, as sets, of the data structure name of logs 
and the data structure names of other than logs for 
separating them and goes to a step 2403. 

In the step 2403, the system executes the 
data relocation plan creating operation for data 
structure separation started from the step 2301 with 
use of the check list created in the step 2402. In a 
step 2404, the system confirms whether or not the data 
relocation plan creating operation in the step 2403 was 
successful. When successful, the system goes to a step 
2405. When unsuccessful, the system proceeds to a step 
2412 to terminate its operation as a failure in the 
data relocation plan creating operation. 

In the step 2405, the system refers to the 
DBMS data structure information 621; and acquires, as a 
set, the data structure name 561 of all temporary table 
areas and the DBMS name 631 of the DBMS 110 utilizing 
it. And the system creates a check list, as sets, of 
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data structure name of temporary table area and the 
data structure names of other than temporary table area 
for separating them for separation between them, and 
goes to a step 2406. 

In the step 2406, the system executes the 
data relocation plan creating operation for the data 
structure separation started from the step 2301 with 
use of the check list created in the step 2405. In a 
step 2407, the system confirms whether or not the data 
relocation plan creating operation in the step 2406 was 
successful. When successful, the system goes to a step 
2408. When unsuccessful, the system goes to a step 
2412 to terminate its operation as a failure in the 
data relocation plan creating operation. 

In the step 2408, the system refers to the 
DBMS index definition information 624, and acquires the 
index names 635 for all tree- structured indexes and 
data structure names of a corresponding table from the 
correspondence table information 637. And the system 
creates a check list of, as sets, the index names 635, 
the data structure names of the corresponding table, 
and the DBMS names 631 of the DBMS 110 holding them; 
and then goes to a step 2409. 

In the step 2409, the system executes the 
data relocation plan creating operation for data 
structure separation started from the step 2301 with 
use of the check list created in the step 2408. In a 
step 2410, the system confirms whether or not the data 
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relocation plan creating operation in the step 2409 was 
successful. When successful, the system goes to a step 
2411 to terminate its operation as a success in the 
data relocation plan creating operation. When 
unsuccessful, the system goes to a step 2412 to 
terminate its operation as a failure in the data 
relocation plan creating operation. 

Shown in Fig. 22 as a fourth data allocation 
analysis/data relocation plan creating process is a 
processing flowchart of data relocation plan creating 
operations. In this process, the parallelism of 
operations at the time when data are accessed randomly 
is considered to perform data relocation to solve disk 
bottlenecks. At the time of executing this operation, 
a data structure to be confirmed for the data 
relocation is specified as a set of the DBMS name 631 
and data structure name 561. 

The process starts with a step 2501. In a 
step 2502, the system finds a total amount of storage 
areas allocated on the physical storage device 18 of 
the specified data structure. This value is determined 
by referring to the data structure data amount 641 of 
DBMS data structure information 621. 

In a step 2503, the system refers to the DBMS 
data structure information 621 and acquires the maximum 
access parallelism 569 in the specified data structure. 
In a step 2504, the system finds a value obtained by 
dividing the storage area use total amount of the 
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specified data structure found in the step 2502 by the 
maximum access parallelism 569 found in the step 2503, 
as a maximum amount allowable to be allocated onto one 
storage device 18 of the specified data structure. Due 
to this restriction, the specified data structures can 
be stored as dispersed in a number of the storage 
devices 18 corresponding in number to the maximum 
access parallelism 569 or more. Thus even when data of 
specified data structure are accessed randomly with the 
maximum access parallelism 569, this enables less 
generation of the disk bottleneck. The value of the 
allocatable maximum amount may be further increased or 
decreased from the value found by this method, taking 
actual access characteristics into account. 

In a step 2505, the system confirms whether 
or not the amount of data of the specified data 
structures allocated to one storage device 18 exceeds 
the maximum amount found in the step 2504 with use of 
the data relocation work information 670. If such data 
does not exist, the system goes to a step 2509 to 
terminate its operation as a success in the data 
relocation plan creating operation. Otherwise, the 
system goes to a step 2506. 

In the step 2506, the system creates a data 
migration plan to solve a part of the data allocated on 
one storage device 18 exceeding the maximum amount 
found in the step 2504. At this time, it is required 
that a data migration amount to be considered in 



creating the migration plan be not smaller than a part 
of data of the specified data structure currently 
allocated onto the storage device 18 corresponding to 
an excess beyond the maximum amount found in the step 
2504. It is also required, after the migration, that 
even the storage device 18 not exceed the maximum 
amount found in the step 2504. 

In a step 2507, the system confirms whether 
or not the data migration plan creating operation of 
the step 2506 was successful. When successful, the 
system proceeds to a step 2508. When unsuccessful, the 
system proceeds to a step 2 510 to terminate its 
operation as a failure in the data relocation plan 
creating operation. 

In the step 2508, the system stores the 
created data migration plan in the migration plan 
information 750, and goes to a step 2509 to terminate 
its operation as a success in the data relocation plan 
creating operation. 

Shown in Fig. 23 as a fifth data allocation 
analysis/data relocation plan creating process is a 
processing flowchart of data relocation plan creating 
operations to solve a disk bottleneck at the time of 
sequentially accessing data of a specific table. At 
the time of executing this process, a table to be 
confirmed for data relocation is specified as a set of 
the DBMS name 631 and data structure name 561. 

Sequential access methods are already 
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determined for different DBMS 1 s 110. Thus the types of 
the DBMS' s 110 to be used are narrowed so that the data 
position management main program 130 can previously 
grasp the sequential access method of the DBMS 110 for 
its optimization. The sequential access method of the 
DBMS 110 is assumed to be carried out as follows. When 
it is desired to sequentially access the data of a data 
structure, the system sorts the data file path names 
562 and file block numbers 563 having the data 
structure stored therein in an ascending order, and 
executes access thereto in this order. 

There is another sequential access method 
wherein a set of internal ID numbers for management of 
data files and file block numbers files 563 are 
accessed in an ascending sorting order. The data 
position management main program 130 selects the proper 
sequential access method according to DBMS 110. 

When sequential accesses are carried out in 
parallel, the areas are assumed to be divided equally 
by access parallelism with the sorted order on 
sequential access operation above -described. 

It is not necessarily practical to arrange 
all of one access area after division by the parallel 
access onto the same storage device 18. For this 
reason, when continuous access areas of a certain 
amount or more after the division are stored onto one 
physical storage devices continuously, the system 
judges that this allocation is allowable. However, 
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pair of data which are not accessed continuously in any 
case, and belong to the access areas classified 
differently after division operations are likely to 
collide at the time of parallel sequential access. To 
avoid this, a guideline is provided that such pair of 
data should be stored in different storage devices 18, 
so that, when data allocation is created according to 
the guideline, the performance of the sequential access 
can be increased. 

The process starts with a step 2601. In a 
step 2602, the system finds a total amount of storage 
areas allocated onto the physical storage device of the 
specified table. These values are obtained by 
referring to data structure data amount 641 of the DBMS 
data structure information 621. In a step 2603, the 
system refers to the DBMS data structure information 
621 and acquires the maximum access parallelism 569 in 
the specified data structure. 

In a step 2604, an amount obtained by 
dividing the total amount of storage area usage of the 
specified table found in the step 2602 by the maximum 
access parallelism 569 found in the step 2603 
corresponds to a data amount of one area to be 
sequentially parallel-accessed. Based on the method of 
determining the sequential access order grasped by the 
data position management main program 130, the system 
finds a storage region in a data file of the specified 
structure in the DBMS data storage position information 



622 predicts the access method in such a manner as 
mentioned above, and creates the aforementioned data 
division guideline on the basis of its result on the 
assumption that the parallel access of the maximum 
access parallelism 569 is executed. 

In a step 2605, the system refers to the data 
relocation work information 670, and confirms whether 
or not data allocation of the specified data structure 
was carried out onto the storage devices 18 according 
to the above-mentioned data division guideline created 
in the step 2604. If so, then the system goes to a 
step 2609 to terminate its operation as a success in 
the data relocation plan creating operation. If not, 
then the system goes to a step 2606. 

In the step 2606, the system finds a data 
allocation according to the data division guideline 
found in the step 2604. At this time, when the data 
are stored as divided into small areas of a certain 
constant value or less, the system searches for large 
continuous free areas, and creates a data migration 
plan to migrate the such data into the searched areas 
to keep the sequential access structure. Or the system 
creates such a data migration plan that data to be 
separated into different access areas by the parallel 
access of the maximum access parallelism 569 are not 
arranged on the same storage device 18. 

In a step 2607, the system confirms whether 
or not the data migration plan creating operation of 
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the step 2606 was successful. When successful, the 
system goes to a step 2608; whereas, when unsuccessful, 
the system goes to a step 2610 to terminate its 
operation as a failure in the data relocation plan 
5 creating operation. 

In the step 2608, the system the created data 
i,j t migration plan in the migration plan information 750, 
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and proceeds to a step 2609 to terminate its operation 
as a success in the data relocation plan creating 
10 operation. 

Explanation will next be made as to a data 
relocation plan creating process as a sixth data 



Til allocation analysis /data relocation plan creating 

m 

O process, taking the cache effect of the storage 



15 apparatus 10 to the specified data structure into 

consideration. At the time of executing this process, 
the system specifies the DBMS name 631 and data 
structure name 561 as a data structure to be confirmed 
for data relocation. During the process execution, it 

20 may also explicitly specify the presence or absence of 
the cache effect of the storage apparatus. As 
mentioned above, in the storage device structure 
information 134, some storage apparatuses 10 may hold 
no value for the data cache capacity 602. For this 

25 reason, one of the storage apparatuses 10 having the 
ineffective value of the data cache capacity 602 will 
not be treated in the present process . 

In this process, the system judges whether or 
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not the cache effect of the storage apparatus 10 in the 
specified data structure exists. The system first 
calculates an average cache usage amount in the host 
cache per unit data amount of the data structure. On 
the basis of its calculated result, the system judges 
whether or not a sufficient amount of host cache can be 
available. When a sufficient amount of host cache is 
available, only data having low access frequencies are 
read out of the storage apparatus, resulting in that 
the cache effect of the storage apparatus should become 
quite low. 

A flowchart for the confirming process is 
shown sin Fig. 24. The process starts with a step 
2801. In a step 2802, the system refers to the DBMS 
cache structure information 625, finds a cache group to 
which the specified data structure belongs, and finds a 
total amount of areas allocated for the storage of the 
data structure belonging to the same cache group by 
referring to the DBMS data storage position 
information . 

In a step 2803, the system finds a cache size 
566 allocated to the cache group to which the specified 
data structure from the DBMS cache structure 
information 625, finds an average cache usage amount in 
the host per unit data amount of the specified data 
structure from the total amount of areas found in the 
step 2802, and compares the found average usage amount 
with a predetermined cache effect threshold value. 
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When the average usage amount per unit data amount is 
not smaller than the threshold value, the system goes 
to a step 2804, determines that the specified data 
structure has no cache effect in the storage apparatus, 
5 and goes to a step 2806 to terminate its operation. 
When the average usage amount is smaller than the 
threshold value, the system goes to a step 2805, 



O determines that the specified data structure has the 

It cache effect in the storage apparatus, and goes to a 



10 step 2806 to terminate its operation. 

In the present process, the system judges the 
cache usage amount of the data structure in the storage 
apparatus 10. At this time, an actual data cache usage 
amount depends on an access pattern. However, it is 

15 assumed in this cases that a general case is 

considered, that is, the cache usage amount of the data 
structure is proportional to a data amount allocated to 
the storage apparatus 10. More specifically, the 
system refers to the storage device volume physical 

20 storage position management information 603 from the 

storage device structure information 134, finds a total 
data storage capacity in the storage apparatus 10, and 
finds a data cache capacity from the data cache 
capacity 602. The system finds a data cache amount per 

25 unit data capacity from these values, and determines 

the cache effect on the basis of the data cache amount. 
It is also possible in the storage apparatus 10 to 
divide provided volumes into several groups and to 
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perform such control as to change the cache usage 
amount per unit capacity in each of the groups. In 
this case, the cache usage amount of the data structure 
is varied for each storage area such as volume, and 
this effect should be considered. To realize this, the 
system gathers the information from storage apparatus 
10 about this cache management on storage apparatuses 
10. 

Shown in Fig. 25 is a processing flowchart of 
operations of a data relocation plan creating process 
taking the cache effect of the storage apparatus 10 on 
a specified data structure into consideration. The 
process starts with a step 2701. In a step 2702, the 
system confirms whether the existence of the cache 
effect was explicitly specified to the specified data 
structure to be created for a data relocation plan at 
the time of starting the process . When the cache 
effect is not explicitly specified, the system proceeds 
to a step 2703, whereas, when the effect is explicitly 
specified, the system proceeds to a step 2704. 

In the step 2703, the system performs 
confirming operation started from the step 2801 to 
check the existence of the aforementioned cache effect 
of the storage apparatus 10 on the specified data 
structure . 

In the step 2704, the system confirms the 
existence of the cache effect of the storage apparatus 
10 on the specified data structure. When determining 
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that the cache effect exists, the system goes to a step 
2 705; whereas, when determining that the cache effect 
does not exist, the system goes to a step 2706. 

In the step 2705, the system creates a data 
5 migration plan to migrate data of the specified data 
structure to a storage area such as device or volume 
where a sufficient amount of cache is available. The 
expression 'storage area where a sufficient amount of 
cache is available 1 means herein, on principle, a 

10 storage area having a large cache usage amount per unit 
capacity, but also has such a meaning as following. 
When the amount of the specified data structure stored 
in the host cache is large, a part of the specified 
data structure having a high access frequency remains 

15 in the host caches. Thus, when the cache usable 

capacity for the storage area is not large compared 
with the usable amount of the host cache, the cache 
effect in the storage area is considered to be small. 
For this reason, the system calculates a ratio in 

20 average cache usage amount between the average cache 
usage amount of the host cache per unit data amount of 
the data structure and the average cache usage amount 
per unit capacity of the storage area, compares the 
calculated value with its pre -determined judgement 

25 threshold value, and determines that a sufficient 

amount of cache can be used, only when the comparison 
result shows that the amount of cache used for the 
storage area is larger than the amount of the host 
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cache. After this process, the system goes to a step 
2707. 

In the step 2706, the system creates a data 
migration plan to migrate the data of the specified 
data structure to an area where the cache usage amount 
can be suppressed to a small value, that is, to migrate 
the data to an area such as device or volume having 
small average cache usage amount per unit capacity of 
the storage device, and then goes to a step 2707. 

In the step 2707, the system confirms whether 
or not the data migration plan was successfully 
created. If successful, then the system proceeds to a 
step 2708; whereas, if unsuccessful, then the system 
proceeds to a steps 2710 to terminate its operation as 
a failure in the data relocation plan creating 
operation . 

In the step 2708, the system stores the 
created data migration plan to the migration plan 
information 750, goes to a step 2709 to terminate its 
operation as a success in the data relocation plan 
creating operation . 

There is only a virtual volume switch 72 in 
the configuration illustrated in the Fig. 1. The 
present embodiment of the invention can apply to the 
configuration where there are many virtual volume 
switches 72 and a virtual volume switch 72 is not 
necessarily connected to all DB hosts 80 and storage 
apparatures 10. In such case, the data location 



management program 130 gathers the virtual volume 
information 73 from all virtual volume switches 72. 
The data location management program 130 also gathers 
the information about the connections among DB hosts 
80, virtual volume switches 72, and storage apparatuses 
10, and make the data relocation plans with the 
consideration of this information about the connection 
in order to avoid to make improper data relocation 
plan. Further, in the virtual volume migration plan 
information 751, the information s where the migration 
plan in each entry should be issued is recorded. 

Second E mbodim e n t 

With the present embodiment , in a computer 
system for execution of a DBMS, where computers and 
storage apparatuses are connected, a computer for 
management of data storage position is present to 
manage whole storage positions of data in the computer 
system. A file system or volume manager in the OS to 
be run on the computer has a function of dynamically 
changing data storage positions, even the storage 
device has a function of dynamically changing the 
storage positions of data in the storage device. 

The computer for management of data storage 
position acquires information on DBMS, information on 
mapping of data storage position and information on the 
structure of the storage devices, and on the basis of 
the acquired information, creates a suitable data 



relocation plan. The system instructs the file system, 
volume manager and storage devices of the created data 
allocation to realize the data allocation in accordance 
with the data relocation plan using the data relocation 
function. 

Fig. 26 is a configuration of a computer 
system in accordance with a second embodiment of the 
present invention. As illustrated, the second 
embodiment of the present invention is different from 
the first embodiment of the present invention in the 
following respects. In the drawing, parts having the 
same or equivalent functions as those in the first 
embodiment are denoted by the same reference numerals . 

The virtual volume switch 72 in the first 
embodiment is changed to an I/O path switch 72b, and is 
not connected to the network 79. The volume manager 
102 of the OS 100 to be executed by the DB host 80b in 
the first embodiment is changed to a volume manager 
102b, the file system 104 is changed to a file system 
104b, and the mapping information 106 held by the OS 
100 is changed to mapping information 106b, with a 
slight change in contents from the first embodiment. 
The data storage position management information 140 
stored in the data position management server 82 in the 
first embodiment is changed to host mapping information 
6 50b with contents of the host mapping information 650 
in the data storage position management information 140 
being slightly changed. 



The I/O path switch 72b has only a function 
of performing route control when compared to the 
virtual volume switch 72. In the present embodiment, 
the I/O path 71 for data transfer between the storage 
apparatus 10 and DB host 80b are provided as separated 
from the network 79. However, a technique such as 
iSCSI to implement data transfer between a computer and 
storage device on a network is already developed. Thus 
such a technique may be applied even to the present 
embodiment. At this time, in the storage apparatus 10 
and DB host 80b, the I/O path interface 70 is omitted, 
and the I/O paths 71 and I/O path switch 72b are 
omitted from the computer system. 

The volume manager 102b, when compared to the 
volume manager 102, has a function of migrating data 
stored in an specified area of a logical volume 
provided by the volume manager 102b into a storage area 
specified in the volume provided by the specified 
storage apparatus 10. Even when the volume manager 
does not have such a function directly, the volume 
manager having a function of dynamically changing 
configuration of a management area and a function of 
migrating data for each management unit in the 
management area can realize the aforementioned function 
by combining these functions. This data migration 
function can be realized by means of a management 
command to be executed on the host . 

The file system 104b, when compared to the 
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file system 104, has a function of migrating part of 
file data to one of areas managed by the file system 
104b and where no data is stored. In order to instruct 
the data migration, a file to be migrated, its data 
5 area and migration destination area are specified. The 
data migration function is executed by a management 
M command to be executed on the host. 

O A def ragmentation function of the file system 

Hi 

4« is an example of the function of dynamically changing 
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10 the data storage position of the file. The above data 

migration function can be realized with the extension 
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fll which enables to specify the data migration destination 
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area. An area which can be used as a data migration 
destination can be grasped by referring to the mapping 
15 information 106b. 

In the present embodiment, either one of the 
volume manager 102b or file system 104 is only required 
to have the data migration function. When the file 
system 104b has the data migration function, the 
20 present embodiment can be applied to the system in 
which the volume manager 102b does not exist. 

Fig. 27 shows mapping information 106b stored 
in the OS 100. The summary of a point changed from the 
mapping information 106 of Fig. 4 is that part of the 
25 mapping information 106 by which the areas from the 

virtual volume provided by the virtual volume switch 72 
are managed is changed to one by which the areas from 
volume provided by the storage apparatus 10 in the 
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mapping information 106b, and a file system ID 535 not 
held in the file storage position information 530 and 
empty area management information are added to file 
storage position information 530b. 
5 Included in the mapping information 106b are 

volume raw device information 520b, file storage 
position information 530b and logical volume structure 
information 540b. The volume raw device information 
520 b contains, as a set, a raw device path name 521 as 

10 an identifier to specify a raw device in the OS 100, a 
storage device name 583 as the identifier of the 
storage apparatus 10 when the volume provided by the 
storage apparatus 10 as the raw device is used, and a 
raw device volume name 522b as the identifier of the 

15 volume or logical volume accessed by the raw device. 

The logical volume structure information 540b 
contains, as a set, a file path name 531 as an 
identifier to specify a file in the OS 100, a file 
system ID 535 as an identifier in the host of the file 

20 system having the file present therein, a file block 

number 532 as a block number to specify a data position 
in the file, a file allocation volume name 533b as the 
identifier of the volume or logical volume provided by 
the storage apparatus 10 having corresponding data 

25 stored therein, a storage device name 583 when the 
volume provided by the storage apparatus 10 is used, 
and a file allocation volume block number 534 as a data 
storage position on the volume. An entry 536 having 
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the file path name 531 of 'Empty' is a special entry 
which indicates an area with no valid data in the file 
system. To this area, data migration can be carried 
out . 

The logical volume structure information 540b 
contains, as a set, a logical volume name 541 as the 
identifier of the logical volume provided by the volume 
manager 102b, a logical volume logical block number 542 
indicative of the position of data on the logical 
volume, a volume name 501 as the identifier of the 
volume provided by the storage apparatus 10 having the 
logical block stored therein, a storage device name 583 
provided thereby, and a logical block number 512 as a 
storage position on the volume. 

Shown in Fig. 28 is host mapping information 
650b stored on the data position management server 82. 
A point changed from the host mapping information 650 
of Fig. 12 is that mapping information 652 holding the 
mapping information 106 for each host is changed to 
mapping information 652b holding the mapping 
information 106b for each host. 

The fact that part of the data relocating 
operation holding the data migration function is 
changed from the virtual volume switch 72 to the volume 
manager 102b and file system 104b causes the following 
changes in the data relocating operation. 

In the volume manager 102b and file system 
104b, data migration operation is invoiced by execution 



of a management command on the DB host 80b, Thus the 
data position management main program 130 issues, 
through the network 79 to the data position management 
subprogram 120 being executed on the DB host 80b, an 
instruction to execute the management command for 
performing the data migration in the volume manager 
102b and file system 104b, and the data position 
management subprogram 120 executes the management 
command to correspondingly execute the data migration. 

In this connection, in the volume manager 
102b, when the data position management main program 
130 issued a migration instruction, there is a 
possibility that the area to be used as the data 
migration destination is not present under control of 
the volume manager 102b, In this case, the data 
position management subprogram 120, prior to execution 
of the management command of the data migration, 
executes such a management command as to put the 
migration destination area under control of the volume 
manager 102b. After the data migrating operation is 
completed, in order that the volume manager 102b on 
another DB host 80 can utilize the area of the current 
data migration source as a data migration destination 
later, the program executes such a management command 
as to free the data migration source area. 

In the data relocation plan creating 
operation, the data relocation work information 670 of 
a work area used at the time of creating a data 
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relocation plan is changed to the data relocation work 
information 670b, and the migration plan information 
750 is changed to the migration plan information 750b. 

Fig. 29 shows data relocation work 
information 670b. The data relocation work information 
670b contains work storage device volume storage 
position information 682, work empty area information 
683 and data structure virtual-volume position 
information 690b. When compared with the data 
relocation work information 670 of Fig. 14, the virtual 
volume physical storage position information 680 is 
divided and changed to the work storage device volume 
storage position information 682 and work empty area 
information 683, and the data structure virtual -volume 
position information 690 is changed to the data 
structure virtual -volume position information 690b. 

The work storage device volume storage 
position information 682, which is a list of volumes 
provided by the storage apparatus 10 and storage 
positions in the storage devices 18, holds, as a set, a 
storage device name 583, a volume name 501, a logical 
block number 512, a physical storage device name 502 
and a physical block number 514. The data are 
initialized by referring to the storage device 
structure information 134s. 

The work empty area information 683, which is 
used to manage a position as a data migration 
destination at the time of creating a data relocation 
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plan, holds, as a set, a DBMS name 631, a file system 
ID 535, a logical volume name 541, a logical volume 
logical block number 542, a storage device name 583, 
volume name 501, a logical block number 512, a physical 
5 storage device name 502 and a physical block number 
514. The data of the work empty area information 683 
are initialized by referring to the host mapping 
information 650b and storage device structure 
information 134. Among the data, an entry having the 

10 effective values of the DBMS name 631 and file system 
ID 535 indicates an area which can be used as a data 
migration destination in the file system 104b 
identified by these data. The area is grasped from the 
file storage position information 530b in the host 

15 mapping information 650b. This area can be used as the 
migration destination of data present in the file 
system 104b. 

An entry, which has no values in the DBMS 
name 631 and file system ID 535 but having an effective 

20 value in the volume name 501, indicates a storage area 
in the volume of the storage apparatus 10 not used by 
any host. And the entry is grasped as one of all areas 
provided by the storage apparatus 10 grasped by the 
storage device structure information 134 except for in- 

25 use areas grasped by the host mapping information 650b. 
The grasped area can be used as a data migration 
destination in the volume manager 102b. An entry 
having no value in the volume name 501 indicates an 
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area usable as a data migration destination in the 
storage apparatus 10 and can be grasped from the 
storage device structure information 134. 

The data structure virtual -volume position 
information 690b indicates a place where the data 
structure held by the DBMS 110 is stored in the volume 
provided by the storage apparatus 10. The information 
690b contains, as a set, a host name 651, a DBMS name 
631, a data structure name 561, a data file path name 
562, file system ID 535, a file block number 563, a 
storage device name 583, a volume name 501 and a volume 
logical block number 512. Data of these information 
are initialized by referring to the DBMS data storage 
position information 622, DBMS host information 626 and 
host mapping information 650b in the DBMS schema 
information 136 and by combining corresponding parts 
thereof relating to the file (raw device) path and 
(logical) volume. 

Fig. 30 shows migration plan information 
750b. The migration plan information 750b contains 
logical volume migration plan information 7 53 storing a 
data migration instruction to the volume manager 102b, 
file block migration plan information 754 storing a 
data migration instruction to the file system 104b, and 
physical storage position migration plan information 
7 52 storing a data migration instruction to the storage 
apparatus 10. These information are initialized so as 
not to have any data. In the migration plan 
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information 750b, when compared to the migration plan 
information 750 of Fig. 16, the physical storage 
position migration plan information 752 is deleted, and 
the logical volume migration plan information 753 and 
file block migration plan information 754 are added. 

The logical volume migration plan information 
753 contains, as a set, a migration sequence 761, a 
host name 631 for migrating operation, a migration 
logical volume name 773 and migration logical volume 
block number 7 74 for specifying a migration source 
volume and its area, a migration destination storage 
device name 764, migration destination volume name 765 
and migration destination volume block number 76 6 for 
specifying the storage apparatus 10 as the migration 
destination and its storage area. The file block 
migration plan information 754 contains, as a set, a 
migration sequence 761, a host name 651 for migrating 
operation, a file system ID 535, a migration data file 
path name 775, a migration file block number 776 for 
specifying a migration source file and its area, a 
migration destination storage device name 764, a 
migration destination volume name 765, and a migration 
destination volume logical block number 7 66 for 
specifying a migration destination area. 

In the explanation about the present 
embodiment of the invention till now, there is no 
description how to apply this invention to the 
configuration where a DB hosts 80 cannot necessarily 
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access all storage apparatuses 10. In such a case, the 
data allocation management program 130 gathers the 
information about the accessibility on all DB hosts 80 
and make the data relocation plans with the 
consideration of this information about the 
accessibility in order to avoid to make improper data 
relocation plan. 

Also, the combination of the first embodiment 
and the second embodiment of the invention can be 
considered. In this case, the data location management 
program 130 gathers all information s which are 
utilized by the first embodiment or the second 
embodiment and make the data relocation plans taking 
account of the increased number of mapping layers where 
the data migration function exists by combining the 
first embodiment and the second embodiment. 

Third Embodiment 

With the present embodiment , in a computer 
system wherein computers for execution of DBMS 1 s are 
connected to storage apparatuses in which storage 
regions are managed by the unit of files through a 
network, a computer for management of data storage 
position is present to manage the whole storage 
positions of data in the computer system. A network 
file system in the OS executed in the computer has a 
function of combining a plurality of files into a 
single file and dynamically changing its structure. 
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The storage apparatus also has a function of 
dynamically changing the storage position of data in 
the storage apparatus. 

The computer for management of the data 
storage position acquires information on the DBMS, 
information on the mapping of the data storage 
position, and storage apparatus structure information; 
and creates a suitable data relocation plan using these 
information and instructs data migration to the network 
file systems and the storage apparatuses in order to 
realize the data allocation based on the data 
relocation plan. 

Fig. 31 is a configuration of a computer 
system in accordance with a third embodiment of the 
present invention. As illustrated, the present third 
embodiment is different from the first embodiment of 
the present invention in following respects. In the 
drawing, parts having the same or equivalent functions 
as or to those in the first embodiment are denoted by 
the same reference numerals. 

In the present embodiment, the I/O path 
interface 70 and virtual volume switch 72 are omitted, 
and the storage apparatuses 10c and DB hosts 80c are 
interconnected only by means of the network 79. The 
storage apparatus 10 is changed to the storage 
apparatus 10c for management of storage of data on a 
file basis. For this reason, the physical storage 
device operation information 32 and volume physical 
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storage position management information 36 are changed 
to the physical storage device information 32c and file 
storage management information 36c respectively. 

In the OS 100 to be executed by the DB host 
80c, the volume manager 102 and file system 104 are 
deleted, and instead, a network file system 104c is 
added, and the mapping information 106 held by the OS 
100 is changed to the mapping information 106c. The 
storage device operation information 132, storage 
device structure information 134 and data storage 
position management information 140 stored in the data 
position management server 82 are changed to the 
storage device operation information 132c, storage 
device structure information 134c and host mapping 
information 650c slightly changed in the contents of 
the host mapping information 650 in the data storage 
position management information 140, respectively. 

The storage apparatus 10 is changed to the 
storage apparatus 10c for management of data on a file 
basis. An access from the DB host 80c is carried out 
with a protocol based on a file. A volume in the 
storage apparatus 10 corresponds to a f ile . or a file 
system in the storage apparatus 10c, and storage 
position management information for the file is the 
file storage management information 36c. A plurality 
of file systems may be provided in a single storage 
apparatus 10c. 

The operation information of the physical 
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storage device 18 in the storage apparatus 18 is 
gathered with the unit of volume. On the other hand, 
the operation information of the physical storage 
device 18 is gathered with the unit of file-system. 
Even when a file system is present in the storage 
apparatus 10c , the data migration function can be 
realized, and a method of instructing data migration is 
realized by specifying a file to be migrated, its data 
area and a migration destination area in the same 
manner as mentioned earlier. In the present 
embodiment, the data migration function in the storage 
apparatus 10c is indispensable. 

The network file system 104c provides a 
function of accessing a file provided by the storage 
apparatus 10c. Further, the system provides a function 
to put a plurality of files togather into a single 
virtual file. In order to realize this function, the 
network file system 104c holds management information 
in the mapping information 106c, refers to this 
management information at the time of accessing the 
virtual file, and finds an actual access destination. 
The system also has a function of dynamically changing 
its structure. These operations are carried out by 
executing a management command on the DB host 80. 

Shown in Fig. 32 is physical storage device 
information 32c held in the storage apparatus 10c. A 
point changed from the physical storage device 
operation information 32 of Fig. 2 is that the volume 
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name 501 is changed to a file system name 1001, because 
the operation information acquisition unit is changed 
from the volume to the file system. Further, the 
operation information acquisition unit may be a file, 
in which case the volume name 501 is changed to a file 
system name 1001 and a file path name 1002. 

Fig. 33 shows file storage management 
information 36c held in the storage apparatus 10c. A 
point changed from the volume physical storage position 
management information 36 are that the volume physical 
storage position main information 510 and volume data 
migration management information 511 are changed to 
file physical storage position information 510c and 
file data migration management information 511c 
respectively. The differences from the physical 
storage position management information 36 are as 
follows. The volume name 501 is changed to the file 
system name 1001 and file path name 1002. The volume 
logical block number 512 and migration logical block 
number 782 indicative of an data area in the volume are 
changed to a file block number 1003 or a migration file 
block number 1021, respectively. 

An entry 1015 having the file path name 1002 
of 'Empty' is a special entry which indicates one of 
areas of the storage device 18 in the storage apparatus 
10c which is not allocated as a file storage area in 
the specified file system. The dynamic change function 
of the data physical storage position is realized by 
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copying data to be migrated to this area according to 
the processing procedure explained in connection with 
the data migration scheme used in the volume data 
migration management information 511 in Fig, 3. 
5 Attention should be now paid to the fact that 

the number of restriction in the data migration 
destination is increased at the time of creating a data 
migration plan. The present embodiment is allowed to 
have a plurality of file systems in a storage apparatus 

10 10c. In general file systems, it is impossible for a 
file system to use an area managed by another file 
system. In other words, when general file systems are 
used, destination of a file migration is required to be 
limited in a file system having the file present 

15 therein. When such a mechanism is provided that a file 
system can use an area managed by another file system, 
however, this is not applied thereto. 

Fig. 34 shows mapping information 106c stored 
in the OS 100 of the DB host 80c. Included in the 

20 mapping information 106c are network file system mount 
information 1030, virtual file information 1040 and 
data migration management information 1050. 

The network file system mount information 
1030 is one about the file system provided from the 

25 storage apparatus 10c and mounted in the DB host 80c. 
The information 1030 contains, as a set, a storage 
device name 583 as the supply source storage apparatus 
10c of the file system, file system name 1001 as the 
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identifier of the file system, a mount point 1031 as 
the mount point of the file system. 

The virtual file information 1040 is used for 
management of a function of providing virtual files, 
5 which consist of a plurality of storage regions from 
the files provided by storage apparatus 10c, by network 
h is file system 104c. The information 1040 contains, as a 

□ . set, virtual file path name 1041 as the identifier of 
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the supplied virtual file, a virtual file block number 
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f« 10 1042 indicative of its data area, a structure file path 

O 



name 1043 as the identifier of a file actually holding 



S;J data of the data area, and a structure file block 



number 1044 indicative of the storage area. 



W The data migration management information 

rii 

15 1050 is part of the operation of changing the structure 
of the virtual file supplied by the network file system 
104c and is used at the time of performing migration of 
the structure data. The information 1050 contains, as 
a set, a migration virtual file path name 1051 as the 

20 identifier of the virtual file of the migration source 
to be subjected to the data migrations, a migration 
virtual file block number 1052 indicative of an area 
for the data migration, a migration destination 
structure file path name 1053 and migration destination 

25 file block number 1054 indicative of a data migration 
destination file and a data migration destination area 
thereof, difference management information 785 and a 
copy pointer 786 as management information at the time 
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of performing the data migration operation. The data 
migration destination has no restriction except that a 
solid storage area should be reserved in the migration 
destination specification area of the migration 
destination file. When the processing procedure 
explained in connection with the data migration scheme 
using the volume data migration management information 
511 in Fig. 3 is used, the data migration function can 
be realized. 

Shown in Fig. 35 is storage device operation 
information 132c stored on the data position management 
server 82c. A point changed from the storage device 
operation information 132 of Fig. 8 is that, although 
operation information has been acquired on a volume 
basis in the storage device operation information 132, 
operation information is acquired on a file- system 
basis in the storage device operation information 132c. 
For this reason, the volume name 501 is changed to the 
file system name 1001. Further, when the operation 
information is acquired on a file basis, the volume 
name 501 is changed as a set of the file system name 
1001 and file path name 1002. 

Fig. 36 shows storage device structure 
information 134c stored on the data position management 
server 82c. A point changed from the storage device 
structure information 134 of Fig. 9 is that the storage 
device volume physical storage position management 
information 603 storing the volume physical storage 
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position main information 510 for each storage device 
is changed to storage device file physical storage 
position information 604c storing the file physical 
storage position information 510c for each storage 
apparatus 10c. 

Shown in Fig. 37 is host mapping information 
650c stored on the data position management server 82c. 
A point changed from the host mapping information 6 50 
of Fig. 12 is that the mapping information 652 holding 
the mapping information 106 for each host is changed to 
mapping information 652c holding the mapping 
information 106c for each DB host 80c. 

The fact that the part holding the data 
migration function was changed from the virtual volume 
switch 72 to the network file system 104c and that the 
storage apparatus 10c was changed so as to perform its 
management on a file basis causes the following changes 
in the data relocation operation. 

In the network file system 104c, when a 
management command on the DB host 80c is executed, data 
migration is carried out. Thus, when the data position 
management main program 130 issues an instruction 
through the network 7 9 to the data position management 
subprogram 120 being executed on the DB host 80c to 
execute the management command to perform the data 
migration in the network file system 104c, and when the 
data position management subprogram 120 correspondingly 
executes the management command, the data migration is 
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carried out. At this time, since data migration is 
carried out to an area being currently empty, there may 
exist no file and no area in the file as a data 
migration destination area- When receiving such a data 
5 migration instruction, the network file system 104c 
creates a new file for the specified file and performs 
area extension. After successfully completing it, the 
program starts the data migrating operation to avoid a 
problem with lack of area during the data migration. 
10 The network file system 104c performs the 

file creation or area extension utilizing a usual 
protocol. For this reason, its data storage 
destination is not always allocated to an optimum 
location. For this reason, after completing the data 
15 migration, an instruction to the storage apparatus 10c 
to migrate data in the storage apparatus is issued to 
realize a data allocation according to the created data 
relocation plan. At this time, when the data migration 
source and migration destination are overlapped in the 
20 storage apparatus 10c, the system once migrates the 
data to an empty area different from the migration 
destination and thereafter, the storage apparatus 10c 
performs the operation to migrate the data to the 
migration destination again specified. 
25 In the data relocation plan creating 

operation, the data relocation work information 670 as 
a work area to be used at the time of creating the data 
relocation plan is changed to data relocation work 



information 670c , and the migration plan information 
750 is changed to migration plan information 750c. 

Fig. 38 shows data relocation work 
information 670c. The data relocation work information 
670c contains storage device file physical storage 
position information 681c and data structure storage- 
device file position information 690c. When compared 
to the data relocation work information 670 of Fig. 15, 
the virtual volume physical storage position 
information 680 is changed to the storage device file 
physical storage position information 681c, and the 
data structure virtual -volume position information 690 
is changed to the data structure in-storage-device file 
position information 690c. 

The storage device file physical storage 
position information 681c shows a list of file systems 
provided by the storage apparatus 10c, files present 
therein and storage positions in the storage device 18. 
The information 681c holds, as a set, a storage device 
name 583, a file system name 1001, a file path name 
1002, a file block number 1003, a physical storage 
device name 502 and a physical block number 514. The 
data are initialized by referring to the storage device 
structure information 134c. An entry 1071 having the 
file path name 1002 of 'Empty' indicates one of areas 
having the file system name 1001 of the storage 
apparatus 10c and not used for file storage, and data 
migration can be carried out to the empty area. 
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The data structure storage -device file 
position information 690c indicates a location where 
the data structure held by the DBMS 110 is stored in 
the file provided by the storage apparatus 10c. The 
5 information 690c holds, as a set, a host name 651, a 
DBMS name 631, a data structure name 561, a data file 
path name 562, a file block number 563, a storage 
device name 583, a file system name 1001, a file path 
name 1002 and a file block number 1003. These data are 

10 initialized by referring the DBMS data storage position 
information 622, DBMS host information 626 and host 
mapping information 650c in the DBMS schema information 
136 and by combining corresponding parts thereof 
relating to the file path. 

15 Fig. 39 shows migration plan information 

750c. The information 750c contains contains virtual 
file block migration plan information 755 storing a 
data migration instruction to the network file system 
104c and physical storage position migration plan 

20 information 752 storing a data migration instruction to 
the storage apparatus 10c. These data are initialized 
so as not to have any data. When compared to the 
migration plan information 750 of Fig. 16, the 
migration plan information 7 50c has the physical 

25 storage position migration plan information 752 deleted 
therefrom, has the virtual file block migration plan 
information 755 added thereto, and has physical storage 
position migration plan information 752c to which the 



physical storage position migration plan information 
752 was changed. 

The virtual file block migration plan 
information 755 contains, as a set, a migration 
sequence 761, a host name 651 for migrating operation, 
a migration virtual file path name 1051 for 
specification of a virtual file of the migration source 
and its area, a migration virtual file block number 
1052, a migration destination structure file path name 
1053 for specification of a structure file of the 
migration destination and its area, and a migration 
destination file block number 1054. The physical 
storage position migration plan information 752c 
contains, as a set, a migration sequence 761, a 
migration storage device name 767 for migrating 
operation, a migration file system name 1101 for 
specification of the file of the migration source and 
its area, a migration file path name 1102, a migration 
file block number 1103, a migration destination 
physical storage device name 771 and migration 
destination physical block number 772 for specification 
of a storage device 18 as the migration destination and 
its area. 

Although the network file system 104c is 
assumed to have a function of combining a plurality of 
files into a single virtual file in the present 
embodiment, the single virtual file may be made up of a 
simple single file. At this time, the network file 
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system 104c provides only the dynamic data migration 
function. Further, when the DBMS 110 is allowed to 
interrupt its operation, such a data relocation can 
also be possible that, after the interrupted operation 
of the DBMS 110, file copy is carried out, a symbolic 
link is set so that accesses are directed to copy, and 
then the DBMS 110 resumes its operation. In addition, 
it is possible not to perform the data migration in the 
network file system 104c and for only the storage 
apparatus 10c to perform the data migration. 

It will be further understood by those 
skilled in the art that the foregoing description has 
been made on embodiments of the invention and that 
various changes and modifications may be made in the 
invention without departing from the spirit of the 
invention and scope of the appended claims . 



